
Newsletter, November 2014

From Your  Associate Pastor 

Have you ever seen the videos on the news of families who have experienced a tornado or a house fire or some other similar loss?  
I’m often struck by what they say and their overall attitudes.  Almost to a person, their comments reflect a sense of thankfulness.  
Even as they stand next to ruined houses and sometimes through the tears in their eyes, they speak words of thanks and feelings 
of blessedness that they’re alive, that their families are safe.  The rest is just stuff. 
 
There’s something about loss that clarifies for us what’s really important.  We live in a culture that tells us in hundreds of large and 
small ways each day that we need more: a bigger house, a nicer car, better clothes, the latest phone.  And we often fall into the 
trap of believing it.  But when all the stuff is taken away, we see clearly those things that are truly of lasting value: people, relation-
ships, the lives we have touched and those who have touched ours.   
 
Later this month we’ll celebrate Thanksgiving.  It’s a time in which we intentionally focus on all of the blessings in our lives.  One of 
the things I like best about Thanksgiving is that of all the holidays, it is the only one that resists the impulse of commercialization 
and consumerism that are so prevalent in our society.  It’s hard to focus on getting more when we’re saying ‘thank you’ for every-
thing we already have.  Thanksgiving teaches us to say ‘enough’ and to be content with what we have, not just materially, but in all 
ways, knowing the things that really matter and how blessed we truly are.   
 
One small way in which we’ll remind ourselves and each other to give thanks is with a ‘Gratitude Graffiti’ wall in the education hall 
again this year.  When you go past it, I encourage you to take a moment to write or draw different things for which you’re thankful, 
and to read the ones that others have written.  It will serve as a constant reminder this month of all we have to be thankful for.   I 
continue to be grateful for each of you and the ways in which God is using you here in this place and in our community.   
Grace and peace to you on our shared journey, 

 

The holiday season is upon us! 
Plan to join us for these upcoming events. 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 23  

Decorate the church for Christmas 

Stay after worship on Sunday, lend a 

hand and enjoy great fellowship as 

we decorate. Lunch will be provided.  

 

 

 

Thursday, November 27 

Thanksgiving Day Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Hot bread and drinks provided. 

Bring jams and jellies to share.  

Start your Thanksgiving Day by 

counting your blessings with your 

church family.  

Pledge Sunday 
Sunday, November 9 

The second Sunday in November will be our Pledge Sunday.  Church 
families should have received a pledge letter and card in the mail.  
We ask that you prayerfully consider the two opportunities to make a 
financial pledge to Tomahawk this year.  You can pledge toward our 
General Fund and our Debt Retirement.  Remember that supporting 
our church is really just a means by which we are supporting the 
cause of Christ through our congregational ministries.   

Please bring your pledge cards with you on November 9, and we will 
dedicate our commitments to God during the 11:00 worship hour.   

 

 

Sunday, November 30 
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Schedule 

 5:30  Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:15 Animate Practices Bible Study 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Prayer Time 
  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 
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Wednesday Nights 

Nursery Workers Needed! 

Part of our care for children and families includes providing 
childcare during the 11:00 worship for kids who are infants 
through age 4.  We are in need of several more people who 
would be willing to help in this area on a rotating basis.  If you 
have questions or would like to sign up, please contact Crystal 
Rosse or the church office.   

We are asking for volunteers again this year.  Several people 

"stepped up to bat" before the Summer break and it not only 

brought new and delicious meals for us to enjoy, it also gave 

the "volunteer" kitchen hands a nice break.  Attached to the 

“Get Involved” bulletin board will be  information sheets that 

will give you ideas for meals, guidelines to walk you through 

the process and a "work sheet"/ schedule to help set up your 

team and the dinner menu. 

The church provides funding for the meals and fortunately, 

Clyde Cottrell  makes sure  that the tables are set and the 

drinks are made each week.  If you would like 

the  opportunity to participate or take charge of providing our 

Wednesday night dinners please call Peggy Todd at 379-

6835.  Come enjoy the fellowship and we look forward to see-

ing you. 

Poinsettias 

The traditional flower of Christmas, with the Christmas  
star at it’s center.  

 
Christmas is right around the corner and it’s time to order 
your poinsettias.  Would you like to remember or honor some-
one special? This is a wonderful way to do it and add extra 
beauty to our sanctuary for Christmas. 
They will be placed in the church Sunday 
December 21. Poinsettias are $10 each 
and your choice of red or white.  We will 
be accepting orders November 23—
December 7. Place your completed form 
and payment in the offering plate by De-
cember 7 or bring it to the church office. 
Call the church office for more details.  

From the Church Office 

 As we continue to update membership records and our membership software, please be sure 
the office has all of your current and correct information.  This not only helps keep our rec-
ords up to date, but helps as we document historically for church records.  I am continuing 
the process of sorting and organizing the church records and having them backed up electron-
ically.  

 It is time to think about your offering envelopes for 2015. If you still receive envelopes, but do 
not use or need them, please let me know . If you have previously received envelopes and have not picked them up from the 
office for the past 2 years, you will not receive envelopes unless requested. I always have blank envelopes for those that need 
them.  

 The next newsletter is December and January  COMBINED . Please be sure and have your submissions to the office by Novem-
ber 14. ~Thanks!!! 

MDBA Christmas Store 
 

We will once again be participating in the Middle District’s 
mission project—the Christmas Store.  Organized through 

our Sunday School classes, this 
is an opportunity to care for a 
family in need.  Information 
has been distributed through-
out the classes, but the mission 
project is offered for the entire 
church.  To find out more 
about this important ministry, 
please contact Doris Wampler, 
our Sunday School director. 
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October 30, 2014 

Dear Tomahawk Baptist Church, 

This letter is to announce my resignation as the Minister to Children and Families. 

In August 2012, I met with a group of parents and kids over an ice cream social, in the hopes that they would be willing to allow 
me to come and serve my seminary internship here with them.  They voted yes and I have been blessed ever since to serve the 
Children and Families of Tomahawk Baptist Church.   

It is here that I discovered my passion for Children’s Ministry, and clarified where God has called me to serve with my life.  Sur-
rounded by your love and support, the people of this church Ordained me in April 2013, and I will always be grateful to you for 
your prayers and blessings, and carry them with me.   

Since that time, you have graciously allowed me to continue to serve alongside you while seeking a permanent place of employ-
ment, because the terms of my educational scholarships required that I continuously serve in a Virginia Baptist Church for a period 
of two years following graduation.  Thank you for your generosity in allowing me to stay, while I continued to look for a permanent 
ministry position. 

I am happy to share that I have been called to serve as the Minister to Children and Families at Chester Baptist Church.  Their final, 
official vote will not take place until Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2014 at their business meeting.  If approved, I will begin serving the fami-
lies and preschool there in November. 

It is with mixed emotions that I share that next Sunday, November 2, 2014, will be my last day with you all. 

Thank you for all that you have done for me, and I will pray for you and for this church, for Thomas and your Intentional Interim 
pastor, and the good work that continues in this place.  Thank you again for allowing me to serve with you and learn from you.  I 
am forever grateful for the opportunity. 

In Christ, 

Krista 

Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package 
A COMPLETE MEAL GIFT PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

 

1 – 40 oz Can of Yams or Sweet Potatoes 2 – 16 oz Boxes or Packages of Stuffing Mix 

1 – 13 oz Box of Mashed Potatoes  2 – 10 oz Cans or packages of gravy 

1 – 16 oz Can of Cranberry Sauce  1 – Box of Hot Chocolate 

2 – 15 oz Can of Corn    1 – box of tea bags 

2 – 15 oz Can of Green Vegetables  1 – Box or bag of cookies 

$15.00 Grocery Store Gift Card (For a Turkey)  

  

Where do I bring the bags?  Old Pews near the Welcome Center  
  

Where do I bring the grocery gift cards? Church Office or give to Betsy Harrell 
  

When?   No later than November 16th 

  

Questions: Call Betsy Harrell at 674-5740  

  

Your generous donations will go to CCHASM Alliance for Social Ministry, to be distributed to families in  

Chesterfield County, Colonial Heights, Dinwiddie, Hopewell and Prince George 
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2014-2015 
BOARD OF DEACONS 

 

Earl Cheatham 
Shirley Cottrell 

Elsie Dillard 
Pat Jennings, Chair 

Elaine Liebgott, Secretary 
Sue Stout 
Robin Tarr 

Astra Thornton 
Burt Walker 

Doris Wampler, Vice Chair 
Pete Zangardi 

 Beautification  

 Pam Bennett 

         Amy Dixon, Chair* 

Wendi Hare 

Betsy Harrell 

Jeanie Hill  

Darla Skinner 

Larry Wampler 

Budget & Finance  

 Beth Cheatham 

David Cheatham 

Elsie Dillard 

Jeanie Hill 

Joe Horner 

Kim Jones, Chair* 

Cara Rawls 

 

Building & Grounds 
Maintenance  

 Earl Cheatham* 

Jimmy Hill 

Tommy Skinner 

Henry Swoap 

Pete Zangardi 

Cemetery  

 Jim Cheatham* 

Jimmy Hill 

Joe Horner  

Constitution  

Ralph Dillard 

Elaine Liebgott* 

Robin Tarr 

 

 

 

Facilities Use  

Earl Cheatham 

Jeannie Hill 

Pat Jennings* 

Rochelle Zangardi 

Nominating  

 Jeff Easton 

Betsy Harrell (Missions Director) 

Pat Jennings 

Thomas Rawls (Pastoral Staff) 

Crystal Rosse, Chair* 

Valerie Swoap (Training Director) 

Peggy Todd 

Personnel Committee 

 Paul Hare 

 Crystal Rosse 

 Diane Wisner, Chair* 

2014-2015 Committees 

 Benevolence Team 

 Melissa Bateman 

 Betsy Harrell 

 Beth Moore 

 Thomas Rawls (Pastoral Staff) 

 Burt Walker 

 Flower Team 

 Charlene Jordon 

 Elaine Liebgott 

 Robin Tarr 

 Diane Wisner 

 Moderator 

 John Bateman 

 Web Site Coordinator 

 Robin Tarr 

 Wednesday Night Dinner  

 Coordinator 

 Peggy Todd 

 Welcome Center 

 Rochelle Zangardi 

2014-2015 
Administrative Council 

 

Committee Chairmen (marked below) 

Jeanie Hill—Trustees 

Thomas Rawls—Pastor 

Ruth Roberson—Member-at-Large 

Robin Tarr—Deacons 

Doris Wampler—Ministry Council 

 

2014-2015 Support Ministries 

*Committee representative selected for the Administrative Council. 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Donna Bright 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Doug Harrell & Family  
Pat Jennings 
Charles & Gail King 
Myrtle Laczi & Family 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Elyvin Moore 
Elizabeth Schools 
Family of Ruth Spaulding 
Thelma Taylor 
Beckett Walker 
 

Friends and Family  
Jaci Allen (Ziesmer) 
Anonymous 
Hinkle Family (Ziesmer) 
Michael Jennings (Jennings/Todd) 
Janet Morrisett 
Brenda Philbin 
Kandis Whalon & Whalon family 
(Swoap) 
Windom Family (Ziesmer) 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Robin Tarr—798-8328 
Shirley Cottrell—276-2081 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to 
thrive.  Our invitation to join our group still 
stands. Please let your Deacon know if you 
know of anyone who you want to remember with a shawl.  The 
Deacon will see that the shawl is delivered. 
 
Washcloths are available to individuals choosing to complete a 
shoebox. Remaining washcloths will be sent to Colonial Heights 
Baptist Church for their next mission trip, most likely  to Haiti.  
Hats, scarves, mittens and some blankets will be placed on the 
Christmas tree  and sent after Christmas to an organization to 
be determined.  
 
Our invitation for you to join us still stands.  We would be glad 
to help you learn to crochet. 

 

 

Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 
is full, we will take the food to the "Gathering Grounds" to be 

given to people who need it. 

LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Inclement Weather Policy 

As winter and inclement weather approach, the 
safety of our congregation is our priority.  In the 
event of inclement weather, we will place announce-

ments about service cancellations on the website, church 
voice mail, Facebook, and on Channel 12.   
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

November 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 
PSM 10:30 

4 5 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

6 
“7” Small Group 

Study—Rawls House 

7 8 

9 
Pledge Sunday 

10 
PSM 10:30 

11 
Deacons 7:00 

12 
Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

13 

  

14 
Newsletter Articles 

Due 

15 

16 17 

PSM 10:30 

18 19 

Activities begin with 

dinner at 5:30 

  

20 

“7” Small Group 

Study—Rawls House 

  

21 22 

23 
Decorate the Church 

for Christmas 

24 
PSM 10:30 

25 26 
 

No Activities 

27 
Thanksgiving 

Breakfast  8:30 

28 29 

30 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Hanging of the 
Greens 

      


